
 

 

 OFA MINNESOTA SUMMER TOUR 

 

 July 15-23, 2018 

 

Day by Day Itinerary 

 

Did you know? Minnesota’s shoreline is longer than that of California, Florida and Hawaii 

combined (must be all of those 1,000 lakes);  The Mall of America is the size of 78 football 

fields; Masking and Scotch tape, the bundt pan, rollerblades and Milky Way candy bars were 

invented here; the Minneapolis Skyway System connects 69 city blocks and covers eight miles. 

Minnesota’s unofficial state bird is the mosquito; Minneapolis is the coldest major city in the 

country, with 30-year averages of 23-25 subzero cold days each year.  Want to know more?  Join 

fellow OFAers this summer to learn about Minnesota and her agriculture.  

 

Sun. July 15:  Arrive Minneapolis (D) 

OFA members check in independently at the Hilton Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport Hotel, 3800 

American Blvd East, Bloomington, MN 55425.  If you are arriving by plane, the hotel offers 

complimentary airport shuttle service from the Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport (MSP).  If you are 

arriving by car, the hotel is providing complimentary parking for the week.   

 

No host bar and Welcome dinner at the hotel. 

 

Mon. July 16:  Minneapolis Area (B/D) 

Morning city tour of Minneapolis and St. Paul, which takes us through the  cities’ oldest and most 

exclusive neighborhoods, the modern glass and steal architecture of Minneapolis and the stately 

stonework of St. Paul, the Minnesota State Capitol and St Paul University.  We enjoy a 45-

minute guided tour of the beautifully restored and newly reopened State Capitol building, which 

was closed for 3 years for renovation. 

 

After the city tour we drive to the town of Stillwater, considered to be the birthplace of 

Minnesota and voted one of the most picturesque towns by USA Today Travel.  We visit the 

rivertown’s historic downtown district with its foody scene, fashion and home decor boutiques, 

wineries, breweries, and art galleries.  A map with the locations of restaurants in downtown will 

be provided so we can enjoy lunch at our leisure and on our own account.  Return to Minneapolis 

for dinner at an Italian restaurant, complete with bowling and bocce-ball. 

 

Tue. July 17:  Minneapolis - Cannon Falls - Red Wing (B/L/D) 

35 miles south of St. Paul, near Cannon Falls, is the farm of John  and Joan Conzemius (Class 

of 1968).  John has retired and their son, Mike, is running the farming business, purchasing the 

land and buildings from his parents.  The farm consists of 3000 acres of corn, soybeans, canning 

crops and seed corn.  There are ten irrigation center pivots and a feedlot for 900 head of western 

beef cattle.  We enjoy lunch and a tour of the farm. 

Late afternoon arrival in Red Wing for a tour the Red Wing Shoe Store, the largest in the chain 

of 440 stores in North America.  The main level is the retail store and on the lower level you’ll 

find the factory outlet store.  Visit the museum on the mezzanine level to see how the Red Wing 



 

 

shoes are made (factory tours are not allowed).   Dinner at our hotel.  St. James Hotel, Red 

Wing 

 

Wed. July 18:  Red Wing - Winona - Lewiston - Rochester (B/L/D) 

Enjoy a leisurely 1-1/2 hour drive south along the famous Mississippi River Road to Winona, 

where we board the Winona Tour Boat for a 90-minute narrated cruise on the Mississippi River.  

You’ll be entertained with stories about the famed waterway and the history of Winona and how 

the town relates to the Mississippi River.  Keep an eye out for nesting eagles that live in the 

Winona area year-round. 

        

An hour south of Winona is Harmony, the largest Amish Community in the state.  We greet our 

local step-on guide who will instruct us in some of the Amish history and culture of the area, 

take us by Amish homesteads and locations that sell crafts and homemade baked goods.  Family-

style lunch in an Amish Restaurant in Harmony. 

  
Late afternoon arrival in the Lewiston area for a tour and dinner on a local farm.  Arrive in 

Rochester after dinner.   Hampton Inn & Suites. 

 

Thu. July 19:  Rochester - Austin - Mankato (B/L/D) 

This morning we visit Mayowood Mansion for a private one-hour walking tour of the former 

home of Doctor Charles H Mayo, co-founder of the Mayo Clinic.  The Mayo Clinic is the heart 

of Rochester’s economy, with employees numbering over 30,000.  The Clinic and its facilities 

occupy most of the city’s downtown area, and except for the government, it is the largest 

employer in Minnesota.  

   

Late morning drive to Austin, home of Hormel Foods. Austin is often referred to as “SPAM 

Town USA”   Hormel Foods has its corporate headquarters in Austin, as well as the production 

facility that makes most of North America’s SPAM tinned meat.  We tour the Spam Museum to 

learn everything about Spam-history and culture and the Hormel Institute, a major cancer 

research institution, where we see first-hand how the institute, in partnership with the University 

of Minnesota and the Mayo Clinic are working together to improve our health.  Lunch in Austin. 

 

Dinner on the way to Mankato.  Americinn & Suites, Mankato. 

 

Fri. July 20:  Mankato - Waseca - Mankato (B/L/D)  
This morning we visit the CHS Industries’ Soybean Processing facility in Mankato.      

The Fortune 500 business is a diversified, global energy, grains and foods cooperative owned by 

farmers, ranchers, and U.S. agricultural cooperatives.  The Mankato facility primarily operates in 

the Soybean Oil, Cake or Meal business.  Lunch in Mankato. 

 

From Mankato we drive east to Waseca, in south central Minnesota, where we visit Farm 

America, a Minnesota Agricultural Interpretive Center.  Learn how farmers survived and thrived 

through the harsh 1800s and 1900s to evolve into the modern, efficient, technically-savvy 

farmers of the 21st century.   

 



 

 

Nearby is the farm of Scott & Peggy Hildebrandt (National Winners for 2002) and where we 

have dinner this evening.  The farm produces corn, soybeans and hogs.  Peggy owns and 

operates a plumbing and heating business in Waseca.  Scott and Peggy have two daughters, 

Paige 21, a junior at the university of Minnesota, and Emily, a senior in high school.   Return to 

Mankato for the night. 

 

Sat. July 21:  Mankato - New Ulm - Granite Falls - Tracy -  Marshall (B/L/D) 

Our first stop this morning is in the city of New Ulm.  Settled by German immigrants in the mid-

1850s,  the name, New Ulm, was selected because many of the original settlers were from the 

area of Wurttemberg, Germany, of which Ulm is the principal city.  The German heritage is 

evident from the architecture and the efficient manner in which the city is designed, to the 

cleanliness and tidiness of homes and store fronts.  One of the founders of New Ulm was August 

Schell, who arrived from Germany in 1848 and established the first brewery - Germans love 

good beer - and for 156 years the family has owned and operated the brewery.  The Arthur Schell 

Brewing Company is the oldest brewery in Minnesota and second-oldest family-owned brewery 

in the country.   We tour the brewery and sample the product.  There’s root beer for those 

who prefer it.  

 

Leaving New Ulm we travel to Granite Falls for lunch at the Prairie’s Edge Casino Resort.  Later 

we visit The Fagen Fighters WWII Museum, then on to Marshall where we check in at our hotel.   

 

Late afternoon departure for SanMarBo Farms in Tracy, owned by Sandy and Peggy Ludeman.  

Sandy and Peggy were MN OYF state winners in 1981 and National winners in 1983.  The farms 

produce corn, soybeans, wheat and alfalfa crops and raise hogs, 140 beef cows, and a beef 

feedlot.  The farms have earned state and national awards including 2002 MN Conservation 

Farm of the Year,  and the 2005 National Environmental Stewardship Award by National Pork 

Producers. Sandy was Founding Chairman of United Soybean Assn, and the recipient of the 

2010 Siehl Prize from University of Minnesota.  The farm is currectly operated by Ben 

Ludeman, Sandy’s nephew. 

 

Later this evening we arrive in the small town (pop. 625) of Walnut Grove, which, during July of 

each year, hosts thousands of fans of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s books depicting life on the frontier 

during the 1870‘s to the 1890s.   We attend the Wilder Pageant, a live, outdoor drama where 

Laura narrates the story about her life in Walnut Grove in the 1870s.  

 

After the performance, we return to our hotel in Marshall for the night.  Sleep Inn & Suites. 
 

 

Sun. July 22:  Marshall - Minneapolis (B/D)   
Morning drive to Minneapolis.  This afternoon is free to visit Mall of America, with its indoor 

amusement park, a miniature golf course, and an aquarium.  By the time of our visit, the 750,000 

square-foot expansion (to add to its already 2.5 million square feet) should be completed, 

including a 342-room  JW Mariott Hotel.  All of this is in addition to the 500 + stores for  your 

shopping pleasure.  Our hotel provides complimentary shuttle service to the mall.  Hilton Hotel, 

Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport 
 

No host bar and Farewell dinner at the hotel. 



 

 

 

Mon. July 23:   Minneapolis - Depart for Home (B)    

Breakfast at the hotel.  Independent departures to our home cities. 

 

* * *  


